Serial No. 10/815,923 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENTS AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

: Kouji Ogino et al. 

: CONTROL DEVICE 

: 10/815, 923 

: April 2, 2004 

Group Art Unit : 2186 

Examiner : Lev I. Iwashko 




D-1609 



Hon. Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



September 8, 2006 



RESPONSE 



Sir: 



In the restriction requirement of August 30, 2006, it was held 
that claims 1-6 and 14 are directed to a control device, and claim 
13 is directed to an automatic document feeder, and that the 
combination as claimed does not require the particulars of the 
subcombination as claimed because Invention II (claim 13) could 
utilize a control device that is not necessarily Invention I 
(claims 1-6 and 14). 

However, the automatic document feeder of claim 13 requires 
the control board including the control device according to claim 
1. Namely, the Invention II (claim 13) utilizes the control device 
of Invention I (claims 1-6 and 14). Therefore, the restriction 
requirement is not proper. 

Provisionally, claims 1-6 and 14 are elected to the 
restriction requirement. However, please examine claim 13, as 
well . 
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